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Case Category Case Type 
Standard 

(percent of cases 
disposed) 

Standards Tolling Time 

Criminal Serious Felony* 95% within 540 days 
98% within 730 days Criminal case standards run from the 

filing of the indictment/accusation to 
the date of disposition (dismissal or 

sentencing). 

Felony 95% within 420 days 
98% within 540 days 

Misdemeanor 90% within 180 days 
98% within 365 days 

Civil General Civil 50% within 180 days 
90% within 365 days 
98% within 540 days Civil and Domestic Relations case 

standards begin from the date of 
service to the date of disposition by 

entry of judgment, except for 
Protection Orders, which begin from 

the date of filing. 

Domestic 
Relations 

Divorce 50% within 120 days 
75% within 240 days 
98% within 540 days 

Protection Order  98% within 30 days 
100% within 60 days 

Custody 
Modification 

75% within 240 days 
98% within 540 days 

*A serious felony is defined as the Seven Deadly Sins (Murder or Felony Murder, Armed Robbery, 
Kidnapping, Rape, Aggravated Child Molestation, Aggravated Sodemy, Aggravated Sexual Battery).  

 



Tolling Time 
is Suspended 

when…

1. The filing of an interlocutory appeal. 
2. A Stay is issued from a higher court (Federal or State) or from a court of equal standing in 

another county, district, or state.  
3. Federal bankruptcy proceeding during pendency of a civil matter. 
4. A Stay is issued due to military duty or incarceration of one of the parties.  
5. Failure to appear and issuance of a bench warrant for a criminal defendant. 
6. Treatment to restore the competency of a criminal defendant found not to be competent to 

stand trial.  
7. The case is subjected to mandated arbitration that is not under the courts control (attorney fee 

arbitration or contractually required private arbitration).  
8. Parties in a divorce case indicate a desire to reconcile and the court suspends activity pending 

the outcome of the reconciliation process.  



Case Processing Time Standards

• For more information on case processing time standards in other states, visit 
https://www.ncsc.org/Information-and-Resources/High-Performance-
Courts.aspx

https://www.ncsc.org/Information-and-Resources/High-Performance-Courts.aspx
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